The New Laws of the Jhereg

There have been many sets of laws of the Jhereg in the eleven years since we have reformed; the initial two laws were expanded to three – two different versions, naturally – under Sticksss and Hands, and then to seven under Maximus Khallaing. In each form, the laws have been slight and ill-defined, depending greatly on interpretation to apply, and there have been a number of conventions and traditions not defined in the laws which nevertheless hold authority. Many of the people of the Jhereg do not know the current laws, and are unprepared to abide by them. The system is patently in need of some clarity.

Henceforth, the Jhereg shall abide by a newly revised list of the first three of Maximus Khallaing’s laws, to which shall be added a commentary – subject to ongoing expansion, by the writings and thoughts of our leaders and lawmakers and by judgements as they are carried out – and an explanation of the process by which these laws are enforced. The laws, and additional material, follow.
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The Laws of the Jhereg
The First Law of the Jhereg: 
Do not harm Jhereg.

The Second Law of the Jhereg: 
All Jhereg shall contribute to the Jhereg Nation to the best of their ability.
The Third Law of the Jhereg: 
The lawfully-given word of a Taken or their Chosen officials shall be followed.

These shall be the whole of the Jhereg Laws.

Commentary on the Laws

On the First Law: 

§ “Harm” shall be deemed to include corporeal, spiritual, material or fiscal harm, or harm to reputation. 

§  “Jhereg” in this instance shall be deemed to mean any single Jhereg or citizen of Siberia, any group of Jhereg or citizens of Siberia collectively, all of the Jhereg or all of the citizens of Siberia collectively, or in suitable circumstances the winged reptile, the jhereg – which is deemed sacred in much of our lands – singly, in groups or as a species.

§ The First Law of the Jhereg applies to all of those who identify themselves as Jhereg, to all citizens of Siberia, and to all those who stand on Jhereg soil, at all times. A breach of this Law committed on Jhereg soil shall be prosecuted even when the person who has broken the Law has left Jhereg soil. Should anyone not of the Jhereg harm Jhereg when not on Jhereg soil, this is a matter for diplomacy and warfare, not the Law.

§ Jhereg who are caught breaking the laws of other nations, especially those nations with whom the Jhereg have a treaty or alliance, are harming the reputation of the Jhereg, and are thus deemed to have harmed Jhereg. Above and beyond the punishment decided upon by diplomatic channels, those who have broken the First Law in this manner will be answerable to Jhereg justice.

§ This Law shall not be deemed to have been breached where harm is inflicted on Jhereg by a duly appointed officer in the execution of Jhereg Law, or by a recognised authority in the execution of cultural or regional law, where those involved identify themselves as members of the culture or residents of the region in question.

On the Second Law:

§ A Jhereg may be diligent in avoiding causing any harm to Jhereg and still be of no value to the Jhereg Nation. Beyond the strictures of the First law, any Jhereg must actively strive to better the Nation. Farmers toil in the fields, and craftsmen in their workshops, and pay tithes to their leaders to aid in the running of the land; the great and good in turn must offer a share of what they do that the Jhereg may be strong.

§ While the people of the Jhereg, the citizens of Siberia and all those who stand on Jhereg soil are all bound by the First Law, only the Jhereg and citizens of Siberia are bound by the Second Law. Visitors to the Jhereg are not required to strengthen their hosts beyond any tithes or taxes imposed on their business or affairs while visiting Jhereg soil.

§ Contributions may be to the Jhereg warband, to the Jhereg people, or to one’s fellow Jhereg. Contributions are made according to the individual’s ability, rather than according to others’ needs.

§ Value to the Jhereg shall be considered; those who toil primarily or only to make themselves strong, but who employ that strength primarily and often in the defence or to the benefit of the Jhereg, may be deemed not to have broken this law.

On the Third Law:

§ The Jhereg are not slaves and are not expected to follow anyone blindly or ignorantly; questioning and discussion are encouraged, as they make the Jhereg wiser and stronger. But the rule of law must be respected, or else the Jhereg shall descend into anarchy, and the Dark Times will be upon us once again. 

§ The Third Law of the Jhereg applies to all of those who identify themselves as Jhereg, to all citizens of Siberia, and to all those who stand on Jhereg soil, at all times. A breach of this Law committed on Jhereg soil shall be prosecuted even when the person who has broken the Law has left Jhereg soil. 
§ In all instances, any action that may be taken “by or on behalf of The Taken” may be taken by an officer explicitly appointed by The Taken to act on their behalf.
§ A Triumphant while not having a dedicated order or publicly known duties, is of the highest rank. Their word, though given rarely is law.

§ A Chosen is a ranked official of state appointed by the Taken to upkeep and manage the three orders of the Jhereg Empire, the Order of Rule, The Order of War and the Order of Magic. A trialled is a shadow officer of each chosen, appointed by that chosen to fulfil his or her duty in their stead.
A “King” is an administrator of one of the four Kingdoms of Siberia – viz. North, South, East and West Siberia – as appointed by The Taken. A “Governor” is an administrator of one of the two City-States of Siberia – viz. Port Reybard and Eboracum – as appointed by The Taken. 
A “Warden” is a warleader of one of the four Kingdoms of Siberia as appointed by the Warleader of the Jhereg. 
An “Inquisitor” is an investigator and enforcer of the law, as appointed by or on behalf of The Taken, by the Chosen of Inquisition, or by a Regional Chief Inquisitor and ratified by the Chosen of Inquisition. 
Other officers may be appointed by or on behalf of The Taken, by the Chosen, or by a King or Governor to fulfil a given function, and for as long a period of time as required to fulfil the function for which the officer is appointed.

§ The authority of any Office of the Jhereg Nation shall extend to that Office’s area of responsibility, as detailed in the following four sections. The authority of any Office of the Jhereg Nation may extend beyond that Office’s area of responsibility, where required to fulfil the demands of that Office’s area of responsibility.

§ It is expected that a Chosen or trialled will employ his authority in coordinating the war hosts efforts within any area of Jhereg soil, or of the Jhereg people.. In addition, it is expected that the Chosen will employ their authority in pursuit of any other task or responsibility required of them by or on behalf of The Taken.
§ It is expected that a King or Governor will employ his authority in coordinating the administrative requirements and ensuring the wellbeing of the Kingdom or City-State for which he is responsible, or of the people of that Kingdom or City-State. In addition, it is expected that the King or Governor will employ his authority in pursuit of any other task or responsibility required of him by or on behalf of The Taken.

§ It is expected that a Warden will employ his authority in coordinating the defence of Siberia, of any area of Jhereg soil, or of the Jhereg warband or people, with one exception: no Warden will send any force into a City-State of the Jhereg without invitation by the Governor of that City-State, unless it is deemed that order has entirely broken down in the City-State and the Governor is no longer fit to extend an invitation to send a force into the City-State. In addition, it is expected that the Warden will employ his authority in pursuit of any other task or responsibility required of him by or on behalf of The Taken.
§ It is expected that an Inquisitor will employ their authority in investigating any breach of Jhereg Law and in enforcing those Laws, including carrying out any punishment suitable in enforcing those Laws. In addition, it is expected that the Inquisitor will employ his authority in pursuit of any other task or responsibility required of them by or on behalf of The Taken, by the Chosen of Inquisition, or by a Regional Chief Inquisitor.

§ It is expected that any other officer will employ his authority in the pursuit of the task or function he has been appointed.

§ Any breach or possible breach of this Law shall always be investigated and prosecuted, irrespective of the circumstances under which this Law was breached or may be seen to have been breached.

§ This Law may be deemed not to have been breached where a Jhereg refuses to follow an instruction on the grounds that following the instruction will cause him to breach the First or Second Law of the Jhereg if, upon investigation, it is deemed that the instruction would have caused him to breach the First or Second Law of the Jhereg.

§ This Law will be deemed to have been breached where a Jhereg refuses to follow an instruction on moral grounds, but a breach of the law may be deemed mitigated if, upon investigation, the Jhereg’s moral objection is deemed both sincere and justifiable.

Interpretation of the Laws

The Laws of the Jhereg are held to be complete as written, requiring no additional laws to serve the people of the Nation. It is the duty of an Inquisitor to interpret those laws as they apply in any instance, however, according to the following principles:

The First Principle: All are judged on their own actions and decisions.

We are an independent and wilful people, and expect each other and those who are judged by us to take sole and individual responsibility for their decisions, and for the actions they take that arise from those decisions. As such:

§ Jhereg Law will be deemed to have been breached where the breach was unwilling or unwitting; however, the breach may be deemed mitigated in these circumstances, and still more where the cause of the breach was a failure of ignorance or incompetence rather than negligence, especially where the failure is seen as instructive.

§ Jhereg Law will be deemed to have been breached where the perpetrator was acting on any other person’s instructions; however, the breach may be deemed mitigated where the perpetrator was unaware of the intended outcome of the actions he was instructed to undertake. Furthermore, any person who has not breached Jhereg Law by his own actions, but who causes Jhereg Law to be breached by his words, may be deemed to have breached Jhereg Law.

§ Jhereg Law will be deemed to have been breached where any person has intended to breach Jhereg Law, but has not done so; however, the breach may be deemed mitigated where the intended breach was prevented, in whole or in part, and still more where the intended breach was prevented by the perpetrator’s change of heart rather than by competence or the actions of others.

The Second Principle: Ignorance of the Laws is not a defence.

It is the responsibility of the individual to know the Law and his responsibilities within it; since no man may reasonably say that he is ignorant of the existence of Law, so any man who has not apprised himself of the Laws that apply to him may be considered to have made himself wilfully ignorant and culpable for any actions arising from his ignorance. As such:

§ Jhereg Law will be deemed to have been breached where the perpetrator was unaware that his actions breached Jhereg Law; however, the breach may be deemed mitigated in these circumstances, and still more where the perpetrator has been deemed unfit to make correct judgements regarding the rightness or wrongness of his actions. 

§ Any visitor to Siberia or to Jhereg soil who is unfit to make judgements as to which actions breach Jhereg Law and which do not must be accompanied by a guardian fit to make those judgements on his behalf, who must pay for and carry a licence showing that he is responsible for the visitor. Any actions taken by the ward will be deemed the responsibility of the guardian, who agrees to attend to his ward and ensure that he does not perform any action that breaches Jhereg Law.

§ Any guardian – viz, the licence-holder – of a person deemed unfit to make correct judgements regarding the rightness or wrongness of his actions may be deemed to have broken Jhereg Law if his ward has broken Jhereg Law and he – the guardian – was not attentive of his ward per the terms of his licence.

§ Any visitor to Siberia or to Jhereg soil who is unfit to make judgements as to which actions breach Jhereg Law and which do not, and who is not accompanied by a licence-holding guardian, may be ejected from Siberia or from Jhereg soil, or taken into custody, to prevent a possible breach of Jhereg Law.

The Third Principle: Breaches of the Laws may be relative.

In any system of laws, it may arise that adhering to a law necessarily causes one to break another law. That we are not all made law-breakers by our own best intentions, it must be understood that, when forced to choose between two breaches of the law, one may pursue the lesser in prevention of the greater and expect to be vindicated. As such:

§ The First Law may be deemed not to have been broken, or the breach deemed mitigated, where a lesser harm is inflicted that a greater harm may be prevented, where harm is inflicted on a lesser number of Jhereg that the same harm to a greater number of Jhereg may be prevented, where harm is inflicted on a Jhereg of less value to the nation that harm to a Jhereg of greater value to the nation may be prevented, or where any harm is inflicted on Jhereg in pursuit of a benefit to Jhereg that is deemed to outweigh the harm inflicted.

§ The Second Law may be deemed not to have been broken, or the breach deemed mitigated, where a Jhereg is unwilling or unable to contribute to the Jhereg Nation as his resources or skills are fully employed in pursuit of a long-term gain that will enable him to contribute more to the Jhereg than if he contributed immediately.

§ The Third Law may be deemed not to have been broken, or the breach deemed mitigated, where an instruction that conflicts with another instruction from a more senior officer, or one who has greater or more direct authority under the circumstances, is disregarded in favour of the instruction backed with greater authority.
Cultural and Regional Law

The Jhereg, and all the people of Siberia, are diverse and hail from many cultures and backgrounds. Many of the cultures who have made themselves part of the Jhereg have their own laws, their own lawkeepers and their own trials and ordeals, that apply to all those who identify themselves as part of those cultures. Many regions within Jhereg lands – the Kingdoms and City-States, individual cities, baronies and other areas of rule, tribal lands and the like – likewise have their own laws, lawkeepers, trials and ordeals, that apply to all of those who live in those regions.

All cultural and regional laws and traditions shall be deemed to hold sway over all those who identify themselves as members of those cultures or who are residents of those regions, insofar as they do not contradict any part of Jhereg Law. All cultural and regional laws and traditions shall be deemed to have the weight of Jhereg Law over those who identify themselves as members of those cultures or who are residents of those regions, enforceable within the terms laid out by Jhereg Law, insofar as they do not contradict any part of Jhereg Law.

In turn, should any conflict, dispute or threat arising from cultural or regional matters, which is not resolved within cultural or regional law, go on to directly impact Jhereg who are not part of the culture or resident in the region in question, or the Jhereg as a whole, then the lawmakers and leaders of the culture or region in question may be deemed to be in breach of Jhereg Law.

The Prosecution of Justice

The Laws of the Jhereg may be invoked on any Jhereg, citizen of Siberia or visitor to Jhereg soil in three cases: in the prevention of a likely breach of the Laws, in the prosecution of justice following a breach of the Laws, and in the resolution of a dispute between any persons covered by the Laws. 

The Laws of the Jhereg may be invoked by or on behalf of The Taken, by and Triumphant, Chosen or Trialled, by any Inquisitor, by a King or Governor where those involved are residents of his Kingdom or City-State, or by a recognised authority in the case of cultural or regional law where those involved identify themselves as members of the culture or residents of the region in question. Where a suitable authority is not available, the Laws may be invoked by any Jhereg, provided he takes only what action is immediately required and calls upon an Inquisitor or other authority at the earliest opportunity to take appropriate action or to ratify any action already taken.

The Office of Inquisition:

It is the duty of an Inquisitor to prevent breaches of the Laws where they suspect that such breach is likely, to investigate breaches once they have occurred, to prosecute justice following such a breach, and following judgement, dictate and carry out sentencing as appropriate to the breach.
Inquisitors with the title “Inquisitor” shall be responsible for a given community, or for a part of a community; those with the title “Inquisitor-without-Jurisdiction” shall travel as required throughout a region; those with the title “Chief Inquisitor” shall administrate over Inquisitors throughout a recognised region; and the High Inquisitor shall administrate over all Chief Inquisitors.

Inquisitors travelling with the Jhereg warband shall bear the title “Inquisitor” and shall enforce Jhereg Law as required by the warband. In addition, Inquisitors travelling with the Jhereg warband shall study and familiarise themselves with the laws and legal practices of other nations, the better to offer defence to any Jhereg subject to the prosecution of the laws of another nation.

In the investigation of a breach of Jhereg Law, an Inquisitor is empowered to detain or interview anyone involved in or witness to the suspected breach, to employ torture or magical or alchemical means of persuasion to ensure honesty from suspects or uncooperative witnesses, or to demand resources or cooperation from any Jhereg, citizen of Siberia or visitor to Jhereg soil whose assistance may be required, in accordance with the Third Law of the Jhereg. In the prosecution of Jhereg Law, an Inquisitor’s authority exceeds that of any Jhereg, citizen of Siberia or visitor to Jhereg soil, subject only to appeal to the High Inquisitor or directly to the Taken of Rule.

At any time, any Inquisitor may be called upon by his Chief Inquisitor, by the Chosen of Inquisition, or The Taken to explain any actions they have taken and judgements they have made. In the event that the Inquisitor’s decisions or actions are deemed wrongful, the Inquisitor’s position and authority may be suspended or removed and they may be subject to punishment.
Investigation: 

It is expected that an Inquisitor will investigate any dispute before offering a resolution, or any witnessed or suspected breach of Jhereg Law before prosecuting justice for the breach, but it is at the discretion of the Inquisitor to determine what form this investigation must take and how deeply to pursue it, based on the complexity of the dispute or the severity of the witnessed or suspected breach and the circumstances surrounding it. 

Such an investigation may entail any of detaining and interviewing those involved or witness to the incident, magical or alchemical analysis of any objects or materials involved in the incident, the analysis by a skilled tracker or naturalist of any location involved in the incident, or any other process, use of skilled lore or resource that may shed light on the incident under investigation.

Trial:

In the prosecution of justice following a witnessed or suspected breach of the Law, or in the resolution of any dispute, an Inquisitor may resort to one of the following:

Summary Judgement: In simple cases, or those of little consequence, an Inquisitor may offer Summary Judgement, in which they conduct any investigation or interviews personally, determines guilt or innocence – or a resolution to the dispute – by their own reasoning, and assesses and carries out a suitable resolution themselves.

Inquisitorial Trial: In more complex cases, or those of greater moment, an Inquisitor may elect to convene an Inquisitorial Trial, in which a prosecuting and a defending Inquisitor separately investigate and present the incident to an Overseer who will dictate innocence or Guilt. Following judgement, the two Inquisitors agree upon and carry out a suitable punishment or resolution, or in the case where only one Inquisitor is available, they will present both cases to the Overseer and then that Inquisitor alone, following judgement will carry out a suitable punishment or resolution.
In addition to the above, a recognised authority may carry out a trial or ordeal according to cultural or regional law, where those involved identify themselves as members of the culture or residents of the region in question.

The Rite of Challenge
The Rite of challenge is part of the oldest law of the Jhereg. Although it is not a part of everyday common law and not advised, it must be respected when invoked. Any person calling a rite of challenge must do so in front of at least two ranked officials who will act as witnesses to the challenge proceedings.
Any Jhereg may, in the resolution of a dispute, invoke the Jhereg Rite of Challenge against his opponent. If the challenged refuses to accept the Rite, he must concede the dispute in favour of the challenger. Any Challenge must take place between the challenger and the challenged; the appointment of proxies is not permitted. The challenged may choose which of the three below Rites will be employed to resolve the Challenge, and whether the Challenge will be fought to the terms of the Rite, to submission or to death. 

In the investigation of a breach of Jhereg Law, no inquisitor has the right to invoke this challenge, however, any Jhereg that does wish to do so may do so knowing that this Rite supersedes and current or ongoing dispute.
The Rite of Blades:

In the Rite of Blades, the combatants’ left hands are bound by a length of rope or chain, such that their hands are no more than two feet apart at full extension. Combatants wear no more than light armour and are armed with daggers. The Rite is generally fought to first blood, to second blood, or to death.

The Rite of Arms:

In the Rite of Arms, the combatants enter a marked circle thirty feet in diameter, armed and armoured as they wish or as agreed in the terms of the Challenge. A combatant who leaves the circle forfeits the Rite. The Rite is generally fought to first blood, to forfeiture, or to death.

The Rite of Circles:

In the Rite of Circles, the combatants stand within separate marked circles three feet in diameter, twenty-four feet apart, armed and armoured as they wish or as agreed in the terms of the Challenge. A combatant who leaves his circle forfeits the Rite. The Rite is generally fought to forfeiture or to first blood.

Punishment

The punishment for any breach of the Law shall be determined by the Inquisitor, in the event of Summary Judgement, by agreement between the Inquisitors, by the presiding Inquisitor or by the Inquisitor or other officer appointed the task of assessing punishment, in the event of an Inquisitorial Trial, or by the recognised authority presiding over the trial or ordeal, in the event of a trial or ordeal carried out according to cultural or regional law.

Punishment should reflect the severity of the breach of the Law, any mitigating facts allowed by the Inquisitor or other presiding officer, and the greatest benefit to the Jhereg Nation. 

Punishments may be suspended, for a period not exceeding one year, on conditions set by the Inquisitor or other presiding officer at the time of the suspension. The punishment shall legally be deemed to have taken place – in the event of a suspended death sentence, for instance, the guilty party will be publicly pronounced dead – and may be enacted in truth at any point during the period of suspension, without recourse to any legal process or appeal, should the guilty party break the conditions of the punishment’s suspension.

Punishments include but are not limited to: 

Reprimand: The guilty party is reprimanded for his failing, privately or publicly, by the Inquisitor or a relevant officer. The guilty party may be required to deliver a formal apology, or to offer his own failure as an instructive example to others.

Compensation: The guilty party is required to offer repayment to the injured party or to the Jhereg Nation, in an amount appropriate to the injury done, to the resources of the guilty party, and to the needs of the injured part or of the Jhereg Nation.

Indenture: If the guilty party is not able to offer repayment, or otherwise at the Inquisitor’s or presiding officer’s discretion, the guilty party is required to work in the service of the injured party or of the Jhereg Nation, for a period not exceeding one year.
Torture: The guilty party is subject to torture, physical, magical or alchemical, publicly or privately, for a period not exceeding one day.
Maiming: The guilty party is injured, deprived the use of a limb, poisoned or afflicted with a disease, for a period not exceeding one month. Healing the guilty party before the end of the punishment shall be deemed a breach of the Third Law of the Jhereg.
Conscription: The guilty party is publicly declared dead, his face is scarred by any means, and he is given over in life-long service to the Jhereg Nation. His name is removed, and he is known only by the crime that earned this punishment. The conscript is to be used for the benefit of the Jhereg Nation and his life is considered entirely expendable. Killing or harming a conscript is not considered to be harming a Jhereg, although it may be deemed a breach of Jhereg Law if it is considered a waste of resources.
Execution: The guilty party is killed by an appointed officer, publicly or privately.
Exemplary Execution: The guilty party is publicly flayed or otherwise tortured to death, and his body or parts thereof displayed as a caution to others who would breach the Jhereg Laws.
Final Sanction: The guilty party is privately executed and his body destroyed without memorial, his possessions seized and redistributed, his name removed from any records, all stories of his deeds are suppressed, and all mention of him directly or by inference is henceforth forbidden and deemed a breach of the First Law of the Jhereg.
Appeal

The word of an Inquisitor or other appointed officer in the prosecution of justice following a breach of Jhereg Law holds precedence over any Jhereg or citizen of Siberia, in accordance with the Third Law of the Jhereg. However, following any judgement, any party involved may request an appeal, once only. The appeal will be heard by the Taken of Rule in person. 

Following the appeal, the Taken of Rule may amend any judgement in favour of the party making the appeal, may choose to allow the judgement to stand, or may amend the judgement further against the party making the appeal. The Taken of Rule’s word is final and binding.
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